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Minnesota Public Radio and the San Francisco Symphony Collaborate on Groundbreaking New Radio and Web Project





American Mavericks celebrates 20th-century composers who changed classical music forever — with radio series and Web site featuring extensive collection of music, interviews, oral histories, art, film, interactive experiences and more 





(St. Paul, Minn.) — The new American Mavericks™ Web site has been unveiled — at www.musicmavericks.org — and with it, a 13-week radio series, inspired by the adventurous programming of the San Francisco Symphony festival of the same name. Together, the Web site and radio series tell the stories of the iconoclastic composers who shaped the development of American music in the 20th century. 





American Mavericks is bold: The music is challenging, and is seldom heard in performance or on the radio. The stories — often told by the creators themselves — authentically convey the personal side of the often-overlooked field of experimental music. The Web site is ambitious, featuring a comprehensive collection of performances, interviews, essays, film, video, art, on-demand streams of major works and two Web radio streams — each with 24 hours a day of hard-to-find underground classics. There is also a “talk” section where users can engage in discussions about American Mavericks, and virtual instruments on which visitors can compose their own works. The 13-episode radio series — broadcast across the nation — is hosted by musician Suzanne Vega and is featured on the Web site. American Mavericks is produced by Minnesota Public Radio® in association with the San Francisco Symphony, Michael Tilson Thomas, Music Director.    


-more-





�
American Mavericks / Page Two





American Mavericks showcases the beautiful, experimental and, at times, outrageous music that branded America over the past hundred years. The Web site features the most comprehensive collection of Mavericks music in one place —some available for streaming on demand — as well as a vast offering of other features (additions to the site will be made through August): 





Unreleased San Francisco Symphony performances — Sixty unreleased performances of Mavericks music — streaming on demand


Two Web radio channels — Continuous, around-the-clock Mavericks music — in both “smooth” (ambient, minimal, environmental) and “crunchy” (modernist, avant-garde jazz, electronic)


Interactive Rhythmicon — Created especially for this site and based on the first electronic rhythm machine, built by Leon Theremin for composer Henry Cowell in 1930. Users can compose their own music — using tonal concepts explored by Maverick composers — and then send this music to friends.


Harry Partch virtual instruments — Visitors can play all 27 of Partch’s instruments, including Cloud-Chamber Bowls, Harmonic Canon and Spoils of War. 


Film / Ballet Mécanique (Paris, 1924) — An excerpt of the rarely seen film that combines the visuals of Man Ray, Fernand Léger and Dudley Murphy with the music of George Antheil. This is the first time the sound and visuals of Ballet Mécanique have been put together.


Charles Ives at the mixing desk — Allows visitors to place various elements of the composer’s piece “The Unanswered Question” in a 360-degree space to experience the differences of reverb and ambience. (Move the trumpet to the back of the room, sweep the strings from left to right or send a band marching through the middle of your head!) 


Additional composing capabilities — Includes an amplified virtual cactus; the world’s largest harp, at 43 feet; player-piano rolls (coming 5/26); a “free music
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machine” (coming 6/9) and a program that turns gestures into music (6/9). 


Art of the composers — Paintings, calligraphy, poetry, sculptures and cartoons by composers such as John Cage, Lou Harrison and Carl Ruggles.





"The Symphony's wonderful American Mavericks festival explored the fresh and original voices of our nation as we broke from European traditions," said Sarah Lutman, senior vice president for cultural programming and initiatives at Minnesota Public Radio. "We wanted to capture it in ways as fresh and exciting as the music. Our American Mavericks Web site and radio series does that by bringing together the full scope of the music plus an incredible array of special features."





“The Web site and radio series are significant ways of keeping alive the music of our American Mavericks concert festival,” said Michael Tilson Thomas, Music Director of the San Francisco Symphony. “This is music that deserves to be heard, and there are relatively few opportunities for that. The radio show is compelling listening, and the Web site will grab the attention of anyone interested in exploring music.”





American Mavericks is made possible by a grant from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. American Mavericks is distributed by Public Radio International, and stations may broadcast the series within the next year.





Minnesota Public Radio® produces more national programming than any other station-based public radio organization in the country, reaching 11.7 million listeners each week.  National programs include A Prairie Home Companion®, Saint Paul Sunday®, Marketplace®, The Savvy Traveler®, Sound Money®, The Splendid Table ®, Pipedreams®, and Classical 24®, a live, nationally broadcast classical music service.  Minnesota Public Radio and its sister company, Southern California Public Radio, are parts of a larger family of companies within American Public Media Group—a national nonprofit organization whose purpose is to develop resources, services and systems to support public media for public service.  A complete list of stations, programs and additional services can be obtained on Minnesota Public Radio’s Web site at www.mpr.org
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